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1 the many inſtances that have been 
. ens to public view, by a legal Ell 

ig, gation of the charges brought by the offended . pe 
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Kcaäautious in the commitment 


L iQly prohibited | by the Almighty, and. Ec 


moſt fatal conſequence to families. 


Jeor atrary has been the effect; notwith- 
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; of this country have en- 
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125 dea voured to recompence the party injured, | 


which is often-fallowed by: mp 


* in breach of the faith pledged. to each other at 


pared by ſtrong evidence, and de verdict of 


a and reſpectable line of buſineſs, 
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; 7 crime of Adultery i in moſt ages and La 
5 though of different degrees of ſeverity, 
many it has been capital, in others * 
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are ſerious, and even cruel ; others are ors 
8 jocoſe and humourous Kad, 8 
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by giving very heavy damages and . e f 


| Adultery is a crime eee ans — 


the time of their Marriage, and it matters 
not by which party, the offence being equally 
cenſurable and puniſhable to both; but it is 
not always equally alike in its conſequence. 
The following ſheets exhibit an inſtance, ſup- 


an independent jury, that a man in affluent 


may be reduced to the confines of a priſon ; 
by the illicit connections and practices of 


"Puniſhment have 1 annexed. to the 


puviſhed by fines. Some of. the penal 
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is gs out the ! And the 
Loerians obſerved this cuſtom in latter ages, 
being compelled to the obſervance of it by 
- Zaleucus, their law-giver, whole, rigour in 
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executing. this law is very remarkable ; for 
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having caught ! his ſon i in Adultery, he relolved 
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to depriye him of his ſight, and remained a 2 


long time inenorable, notwithſtanding the. 
whole city, was willing to remit. the.. puniſh» 
ment, and requeſted him to 5 are the youth, * 
At length, unable to reſiſt the people s imp 


tunity, he mitigated his ſentence, and re- 
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deemed « one of his ſon? 8 eyes, by cauſing one 
of his own to be put out; by this glorious act 


ee a memorable example both of Jil — 


nk | 4 Miogrelians, Adultery is N 5 
_ niſhed with the forfeiture of a Hog, which 
as. plualty eaten in good friendiup bana 


N. the adultereſs, and the cuckold. 


WE 1 * F 
* 
* 
3 
- hg 
* Ex 
Jari * * 4 
3 * 2 8 + 
0 * * 


» 
1 - wa * 
Y 4 = "> 
* N 1 > 2 * * . 
4 , : : : Wh 8 # # * 
Poa : Z ry = 8 5 by » 
Ds * 4 £ . $4,008 8 
— 8 — ; 14 
. * : 
x) * - : 7 2 
f ; ; In | | 
* N 
* % N 8 
* 
% : v a - a 4 d 
mY 4 . * c J 
" — 
f 0 * 
% * £ 
— 
" * 
4 * 1 
. 
5 
3 4 * 
7 > 7 
* 


* 


al 


UWRes e are. 
— Es Ee ns ts that 


4.6 
* 


OO ERAS 


MA ee ey 


—— 


YT — 


. 


> 


But in this country, where tortures are not 
| Exertiled, and Juſtice is not ſported with, 
the puniſhments for the crime of Adultery is 
by a fine on the man for his illicit connection 
with another's Wife, and th according to 
13 e and the circumſtances of 
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N Hilary Term, 1789, this Action Was 
wabtought by the: Plaintiff.” againſt = 
"Defendant for the recovery of damages to 
the amount of Two Trousanp: — 
for having Cr iminal Converſation with Mrs. 
; Gamer, che Plaintiff's wife, Nen 
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The Declaration tel, in ub 
Spies the comfort ariſing from the 
ſooietyj the harmony and love of the plain- 
tiff OR wife, until the time of the ſe- 
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ife, 1 with TED had al 1 
n wich her. By which means the 
plaintiff loſt che comfort ariſing from the” 
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fobiety, * 83 and love of 12 wiſes 
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The Ad pleaded the uſual is ; 
which, in the language of We eftminſter Hall, 


is called the — Ne, viz.—NOr GUILTY. . 


The effect of this plea is, vihat All nega- ] 
tives produce, namely: rendering 1 it incum- £ 
bent on tlie accuſing party to prove the 
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The ſubſtance, inſtead of the | litera} forut 
of the pleadings, is thus conciſely ſtated, 
with a view of . conveying at once the real 
meaning of the action, without perplexing 
the reader with dry formal cant and pro- 
feſſional jargon, intelligible only to the; 


lawyer, and never entertaining to the pri- 
vate e „ | * 
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e cane opened the pleadings, 
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cake. The plaintiff, at che time the cauſe 
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at Barnet. The defendant Was deer 
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che ſeduction, "+ which Hens was 0 . 


made; but the "defendant -caft the eyes of - 


appetite upon Mrs. Conner. With a veiw. of 
ſeducing cher affection from: her huſband, 
For, . purpoſe, he. took the ſteps uſual 


a. theſe N þ he ingratiated, bim- 


elf w with Ie Zh in the ch aracter of his 
friepd—f d. means 1 aye money. tranſs * 
actions kn him—this afforded an oppox- 


tunity of approaching Mrs. Conner; for 


the plaiatiff, had repoſed in her -the moſt 


ce, having, for a, ſeries af - 


implicit confi 


| years, entruſted to her the; care and May 


nagement of his huſigeſs as an innkeeper, 
and found her attention and a{bduity equal _ 


do the traſt.) He had the happigeſs of per- 


0 her i In 


ceiving the natural con 


duſtry in her buſineſe— chat pf. thriving and 


Pouriſhing' in . circumſtanges,,; and thus he 
might ha ve dil engel. hüt a * * 


- : , bo 2 * 8 


1 


The plaintiff having," however, at la , tao 

. his ſorrow, "diſcovered familiarities, which 
were inconſiſtent with the duties of a wife, 
between. Mrs. Connery, and, Mr. Atkinſon, im- 
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inquiry, . rng him with ſufficient 
| 8e .of the parties? guilt, | 3 


il 


Poſitiye reflimony could not be given 3 
But adultery, like every other act, was ca- 
pable of proof by circumſtantial evidence; 
And the natural deduction v was to be made, 
by a conſideration of the Whole chain 
circumſtances : as 4 became applicable | tg : 


the caſe e 2 
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* The edis were, EY the fre. 
quency” with which the defendant viſited at 
the 'Mirre, at Barnet ; tlie familiar mannet 
he was there received by Mrs. Conner, to 
which the domeſticks would bear teſtimony; 
the ſituation of the plaintiff, Mr. Conner, 
who was afflicted with the gout, and con- 
fequentiy the leſs likely to detect the mien 
conduct of the parties, diſarmed, indeed, 
of all ſuſpicion by the friendly manner 11 
which the defendant converſed with him; 
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atd Sally," à letter eto) written by 
the defendant to Mrs. Conner; this letter 
the defęndant had cautiouſly avpided ſign · 
ing, but it would be proved to 'be his Wag 
writing, and then it would become 5 

15 It contained profeſſions of familiar Pda 


Hier 


never known but beinen! loyers,, Hine 


nil 


The abt6cjen of all we- Gren © 
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being diſpoſed of, it would be neceſſary 
then to attend 4 fittle to the Hopement ö 
the plaintiffs” Wife; ; ine ine "the hag 
ſince conducted herfelf ; from whom dhe J 
no in the habit of receiving Vllt; y I 
then there would not de mich Afffteulty in 

diſpoſing of the fit part of the cafe—namely, 

the commiſſion vfithe act of Laer, 2 6 


The next Confilledition; wl h tis <A 


amount of the damages; and upon'-this'fubs 
ject he ſhould, as advocate for the plaintiff, | 
abſtain from the uſe of a fingle” comment, 
at leaft in this ſage of the proceeding ; 
perhaps indeed he ſhould finally | leave it in 
the hands of the jury, under the ditection. 
of the learned and noble judge Damages 
vary extremely in theſe actions, according 

to 
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to the circumſtanees with which the adultery 
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Na attended, * 3 2215 G2? ihe bY af: 
| n had been the mode, ado pted bo fome 


ſcrigus injury done to the plaintiff, the 4 
nouſneſs of the offence, | | the neceſht 
chaſtiſing by heavy damages the Ae 
guency of the defendant, aud all the train 
of exaggerated aggravation ; but ke had, 6 
an old ſtager i in 2 of this, fort, * 
10 refer,thele do the ſober S ſexetion of the 
Jury» at, eaſt, until be was in poſſeſſion, of 
— for often it became matter 
of complaiot,. to be urged againſt a counſel, 
, that he bad opened a caſe which he had 
not fupported by evidence; and thus, from 
the reflection of having endeavoured to 
miſlead the Jurys he a OP? raiſed ar 
open Dy 1113 $1? 7 if 


"It Was very. true he . gat ſtated a reach 
of the matter contained in his inſtructions; : 
be had his reaſon. for it—all he required at 
preſent of the jury, was to attend to the 
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"ow Fir bein g ſworn, depaſidy thus 
ſhe was ſervant at the Mitre, at Barnet, in 
the character of cook. That ſhe knew *. 
5 defendant, AS eee. TOP Wer | 


"She ad 8 Mr. 8 155 | 


firſt queſtion he put to her was Whether 
ſhe. was a married woman? to which the 
anſwered - Ves.“ Well then,” ſaid the 
Barriſter, * «5 fancy you. and 1 ſhall under= 
_ land each other the better- for that. . N 


She ſwore, that Mr. Atkinſon frequently 
came to the Mitre, and feemed very familiar 
with Mrs. Conner; they Wen e 


ang ſeemed very ., 


mn 

That one night her maſter (VM. . * 
having gone to bed, the defendant, Mr. 
Atkinſon, and Mrs. Conner, were together i in 
the bar. — Mrs. Conner, was fitting on the 
chair, and Mr. Atkinſon a-croſs her, with his 
breeches dawn. NOR: this, ſhe. Ong 


Banach to 89 . ; Wn 25 
| gs" : I 1 5 . Her 
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Her maſter's bell then ringing, her mif- 
treſs called her back, bid her tell her maſter. 


that ſhe (Mrs. Conner would come to him 


preſently, and to back him that ſhe had beers 


curling ber hair,” = 
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Fi 235 4 : 
pon troll examination 2 the was i aſked; 
if ſhe was ſore that Mr. Atkinſon's 'breeebes 
were down when ſhe law him, as ſhe deſcribed, 
fitting a-croſs the lap of Mrs. Conner? 
Indeed ſhe war ſure they were down; and 
when ſhe returned, at the call of her miſtreſs, | 


# he had not then done buttoning up. — But, 


faid the counſel, Mrs. Conner's cloaths were 
ſmooth down No, indeed, they were up. 


iN; How did Mrs. Conner be wa with re- 
ſpec to. her: clcnths A bun VOL: 
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2 Her handkerchief was ruſted very 
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wy When was s this 8 E's Fl 
A About emelve months ago. 
> er Ty Mr. Athinſe was in ine 


 bed-room, with Mrs. Conner, about twelve 
72 1 | 5 minutes 1. 


Ik a, 
minutes; and when he came out, Mr. Con- 
ner being in the bar, which looks into the 
paſſage leading to the bed-room, Mr. At- 
kinſon, in order to 11 10 * _ W 


down. 


That ſhe did not commutiieate to her 
maſter any thing about theſe familiarities, 
until after he and Mrs. Conner had ſeparated. 
Why ſhould ſhe ? It was no buſineſs of | 


herd. 


That as kpambel Jo fix months : 


ago. 


That her maſter was à kind, indulgent 


huſband, and that he never ſpoke diſre- 


ſpectfully of her miſtreſs, except when he 
was in liquor, and then 5 heard him 
ſay any thing extraordinar x. 


I be firſt perfon ſhe told af theſe intima- 
cies between Mr, Atkinſon and Mrs. Conter, 


was a Mr. Phils, ps, her maſter” 8 ane 85 


huſband. : 


" Sared Brightwell faore, the lived, as 
chambermaid, for two years at the Mitre, at 
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Barnet; that ſhe knew; Mr. Atkinſen, very 
The 5 n Mr. ck i was an * 
* tt man, afflicted with the gout, unable 
to e without en 
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That at this time ks mittelt Mrs. Con- | 
ner, had the whole ee of * bu- * 
finefs of the inn. e 


That, as to Mr. Atkinſon and her mi: 
treſs, they were very intimate and loving ; ; 
that they were frequently. together in the 
bed-room, when Mr. Commer was in the 


parlour. | 
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LE as to cagitarity, the hull ofien 
ſeen them put their hands m one e andther's s 


ys 


i "That when Ae. Attn came to > Barnet, | 


: 2.” "0A one morning them went into the bed- wo 


e and.! Mr. . was in 1515 ſhirt; he 
3 * T 
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was then in bed undreſſed; and her m 
Was in the room, but he was are. 
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That ſhe afterwards made the b 
is ſure there were two perſons” in it the 


| night before ; that the” knew that very wel 
Did the bleres from the 
made It, _ that two perſons had 15 0 85 th 
| Ves, the did, 
: Did the ſee any thing o on the ſheets | oo 2 2 


Tes, ſhe ſaw ſomething on the ſheets, ſo 
that 5 believes a man and woman had been 
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How G1 the tell—ſhe was a young 
girl, and not married? O! but ſhe . 
Here the judge obſerved it was unnecef: 
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ſary to purſue the indelicacy. be Th 
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a % W Vo 1 , ; bY x " #6 8 4 i * 5 : 25 a £2 
* 5 l * * * * as +, 'O * v4 * 2x. . K * LS 


cbecca G 209 76 ſwore, "ie" EY al o a cham 


r * 


berniaid; at the Mir 65 at Barnet; ; thatſhe En N 5 5 
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the defendant, Mr. PT Who very fee» 
quently came to the Mitre, and ſhe obſerved 
Mr. Atkinſon, and Mrs. Conner, behave very 

fawiliarly towards each other; of this ſhe 
Vi witneſs to repeated inſtances. Ons 
" pight, ip particular, they went together 
Into a room, ſaying, they had particular bur = 
Hſe te do, but that they wanted no light. — 

That they accordingly withdrew there, and 
3 there ſome minutes. And the 
witneſs afterwards opened the door with 


intention to go in; ſhe ſaw, by the reflec- 
tion of the fire in the room, that her miſe 
treſs was partly undrefled ; that, in . 

_ the noticed | her Jays were off. 1 


That Mr. Arlinſin, n at the Mil er, 
Was accuſtomed to bid the family good 
night by way of ſham intention of going 
* bed, but would W come down 

me : 5 


- Another WRIT ERR the knew, her 
Deed to others of the proof of Jay 
8 Mr. Atkinſon and Mrs. Conner. 
When Mr. Athinſen came to Barnet, Mrs, 


es 1 a hed ſeparate from her 
| huſband; 
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Being aſked whether Mr. 
frequently uſe his wife ill? 
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might be of that kind; but it was a mere 
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. is i 3 waiter. at the Mite, at "IR 
ner, ſwore, he knew Mr. Athinjon very well; 
that he very frequently - viſited at Barnet, 
and was very familiar with Mrs. Conner; 
that he ſaw him once kiſs her at the bar. 
That on the night of the 12th of April laſt, 
he was in a room at the Mitre, and Mr, 
 Athmjen and Mrs. Conner in the room adjoin- 
ing; that he heard a noiſe and a ſhaking, . 
_ which made him think they were in-\/ome 
kind of action; that from the nie aud Shake 
ag, he had: * no Non "Os "_ * 
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He knew it very. well ; for. _ 3 had | 
done, and gone away, he went. into the 


room, and ſaw upon the floor. ſomething : 

which convinced him they had been . | 

nefled WIE as man and woman, g 
e 7 r bee « wha whey had . 
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Not i in the 1 what he FR upon; 6 
1 floor was too * to be doubted. e : 


35 He then gave an account of the n 
6 ſtances of Mr. Canner, previous to the viſits 
of Mr. Atkinſon, which he deſcribed to be 
in a very flouriſhing way; that he had very 
good buſineſs, but that he; has ſince been 
arreſted, and is now in the King . Bench | 


priſen. F 408 
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£ had been mentioned by the counſel in the 

opening of the caſe, was of the hand wfit= _ 5 

ing of Mr. Atkinſon.— Its tenor was accuſingng 
Mrs. Conner of unkindneſs for not writing 
to him —ſay ing, in the true love ſtile, © It 
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It was in evidence before the jury, that 
the plaintiff was a huſband in poſſeſſion, not 
only of the beauty of a wife, but of merit 


infinitely beyond it. That he married her, 
Knowing ſhe was capable of conducting his 


buſineſs as an inn-keeper, a taſk which ſhe 


undertakes, and to which the i is found abun- 
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kept i in luxury at the expence of her adut- 


terous paramour. This he, at the opening, 
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proving» whiat ney were called Ke, «a 


the plaintiff's wife was an iale, diſſolur: u. 
man, they had proved ſhe was an induſtrium 
wife. Iaſtead of proving the plaintiff aud 


his wife were always at variance, from the 
ill-treatment ſhe received, they had ſworn, 


that no extraordinary diſagreemetit had ever 


happened between them. It was not his 

cuſtom to recite the particulars of evidence; 
but here it was ſo ſingular and ne that 
It deſerved particular 1 notice. hn N 


« 41111 N 2501 3 ed jy 3 
185 to the idea 0 Al Conner being W 
betete, after her ſeduction by Mr. ne 


on, it was ' a \cireumftance ſo far from e. 
tenuating his guilt, that it was an A 


_ aggeration of the offence; for it was the 
natural conſequence of the "OY breach 
of the . amn . £55. 


wy * 22 2 
3 f 


4 


With Fes to * great loſs the chal} 
tiff had ſuſtained, by the conduct of the 


_ defendant in ſeducing the wife, it was/'6nly 


neceſſary to refer to the evidence of Mrs 
Conner's own niece, who had proved the 


wife had all the management of Mr. Con- 
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3 concerns; that; in point of - 
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fact, all his buſineſs was under her care and 


eontroul, and was entirely tranſacted through 
the medium of her agency; and which the, 
in conſequence of £ this n W 


ar neglocted.. * 


F 3 
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1 5 Ain an 


* 
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i 3 was e ee that Mes. Comer | had "ol 


mour with game, hares, partridges, and ſo 


\ forth, to a vaſt amount, at the expence of 


ber injured huſband. Indeed, the whole 


of this caſe conſidered, impelled him to la- 


ment the damages were not - flated at a 


higher ſum than. 7200! (houſed pounds ; for 


when the jury came to reflect, and to feel 


themſelves as men in the exerciſe of their 


duty to the public, by way of example, as 


well as adminiſtering ſome relief to an af- 
flicted injured individual, they could not 


heſitate in giving every ſhilling for which 
= gg had e e- ny 
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-Alchongh.. it was not formally anal this 


plainciff is now in goal at the ſuit of Mr. 
Atkinſon, yet it is clear in goal he is, and 


- Fhab'too in conſequence of an injury done to 


he ſhould therefore 
wait 


/ defendenty; h 


been, in the habit of pampering her parar 
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wait in perfect nnn would-giny | 
the amount to a ſhillings; for Whi eh the dne 
plaintiff had declared. The jury | had an 
oportunity of holding out terror te per- 
ſons of profligate diſpoſſtions, by comvine : 
ing them, that thoſe. who commit ſatious 
injuries, will meet ſerious chaſtiſement, ABe 
ſhould therefore reſt the whole caſe to the 
jury, and attend ſeriouſſy to. * 1 
1 mould e in this ane IOW 
$5 414] Ty rn * 
hind Kanvc you. Mae took A view: n 0 
rial, by __ direction tothe; men 
s 7 bs 310 it nie 
If che — ee adultery be proved, 
;t is the -manil miſchievous attack man can 
4 ne on man. 1 7 
| ts 
The FSA of the 1 is, 1 ſuch * 
injury ſhall be atoned for; and reparation | 
given, as far as it is poſſible, -to the Py. 
party, for the treſpaſs occaſioning the hie 
Ka Was al the ſpirit. * the law note 
juries, in ſome degree, to protect the mo- 
rality. of mankind by chaſtiſing thoſe who 
commit immoral acts; ; this they were im 
8 powered 
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[36] 
paveccie to do by charging dun perfor 


parade gl 


Ferre 


mY was alſo the rule of 15. that hens a 
man becomes the pander to his wife's luſt, 
he ſhall not be permitted to complain, for 


8 
= 


With reſpe to the teſthit trial, the jury 
et be relieved from inquiring. into a 
point which often came before juries upon 
trials for adultery, namely, Whether adul- 
tery was committed, or not? Of this there 
was abundant evidence; ſo much, indeed, 
as to fupercede the neceſſity of ſumming up. | 
the evidence upon that * | ; 


It was neceſſary 2 to eich the evidence 
as it applied to the ſubject; then the only 
one to be conſidered by the jury, namely 
the amount of the damages ; and upon this, 


It appeared, the plaintiff was a cripple, and 


unable, conſequently, by activity, to detect 
* eee —— in his houſe. 


It had been el on the part of the 


defence, that Mrs. Conner was a woman of 


- 


to 1 


W unchaſte character; but the caſe from the 
evidence, was entirely delivered from all 
imputation upon her character, previous ta 
her acquaintance with Mr. n ir. the des 
| fendant. 154 a> gene aid s;, 


What apology ean bi made far adultery - 
in any caſe ? There may be ſome alleviation, 2 
ſome extenuation offered. For inſtance - 
where a young man, in the hey=day D 
warm blood, and the bloom of youth, com- 
mits an act of indiſcretion, juſtice required 
he ſhould atone for it; but juſtice: would 
not require puniſhment ſhould be inflicted 
with a vindictive hand, but that moderation ( 
ſhould ' be obſerved, and ſome yr nt Fas 
made to juvenile indiſcretion, and the — 
of human nature, at a period of life when 
temptation was the moſt powerful 1 ind 
although the law, in ianeſs, would not 
allow extenuation, yet through the medium 
of the jury, it permit diſcretion to Tee N 
for human infirmity. [203 


- 5 0 2 ' bn 4 7 2 
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= N one of theſe ingen n loa Je 0 
= be claimed by the defendant; he was 276 Fes Sg 
man who had arrived at an age when it is 

* 2B» natural 


\ 


+ Wy. 


natural: to ped diſeretion; and he bad 
committed a breach of all moral, civil, and 


religious obligation. The abſolute controul 
Mr. Atkinſon had over Mrs. Conner, was the 
leading cauſe which brought on her ruin. 


' There appeared in evidence a familiar 


Intercourſe: between Mr. Arkinſin and Mrs. 


Conner even now; he could not, as a judge, 
vhoſe duty it was to point out what ap- 
peared to: him to be ſubſtantial Juſtice, re- 
commend to the jury to ms an da- 
1 in this . 0 n 

5 - ** 

8 tara it al is to i the 
1 of the defendant, and- to re- 
> — in ſome degree, the amount of da- 
mages, ſo that the defendant may be able 
to pay the whole, without a proſpect c 

being conſequently impriſoned; but this 
doctrine was applicable only to caſes which 


were not atrocious in the manner in which 


they were. committed, and where extenua- 
tion was admiſſible ;—but in other caſes, 


phere no apology can poſſibly be offered, 

25 ps Wy as, The captivity of the perſom 

= uſt. pay for the erg of the purſe,” 
_—  -- : 
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7 right to be ſatisfied, but the public had 


alſo a right to be fatisfied ; for the public - : 
are intereſted in cauſes of this nature, 
much as it generally goes forth to the world 
what has been the event of trials of this 


- * 
. 


deſeription.— With vou, tlemen, “ ſaic 


1 


his lordſhip, I leave it; and I dare ſay 


« the verdict will be | 


« * - ” 


The jury 5 withdrew, and Jeliberaind for „ 5 


an hour, and gave their verdi& for the _ 
plaintif—damages ONE THOUSAND 


POUNDS. ] 5 1 5 + 


